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Registrations open to remember Sydney’s ltalian Fru it Shops

Sydney-siders are invited to register their memories and old photographs of past and present local Italian
fruit shops in preparation for a new website and exhibition to be launched at Customs House in May 2010
entitled Sydney’s Italian Fruit Shops — The Original Green G rocer .

Co.As.It., (Italian Association of Assistance) in collaboration with the Australian Centre for Public
History (ACPH) at the University of Technology, Syd ney are creating this online register and
photographic exhibition to honour and celebrate the historic contribution made by Italian fruiterers to
Sydney’s social history over the last 100 years.

Co.As.It. and ACPH have already been working closely with the families of Italian fruiterers to record over 40
oral history interviews, collect over 150 heritage photographs and precious items of memorabilia to document
the history of all the iconic Italian fruit vendors scattered around Sydney’s suburbs.

Changes in Australia’'s urban lifestyles and consumer patterns, the spread of shopping malls, large
supermarket chains, coupled with the move of subsequent generations of Italian-Australian out of the fruit
shops and into the professional classes have seen the demise of the vast majority of Italian fruit shops over
the last two to three decades.

“We are calling for anyone with precious memories and photographs of Italian fruit shops in Sydney to share
them with us now,” says Co.As.lt.’s Heritage Project Officer Linda Nellor. “The Website and On-line
Register will form an important archival record of the industry and will leave a lasting legacy for present and
future generations of Australians to fondly remember the Sydney Italian fruit shop that touched theirs, or their
families’ lives.”

The website and online register is expected to be accessible from late May and the exhibition at Customs
House will run from 23 May to 8 August 2010.

The Sydney’s Italian Fruit Shops project is proudly sponsored by the City of Sydney , Sydney Markets
Limited , the NSW Heritage Migration Centre, Signorelli Gastr  onomia and Leichhardt Council

For further information, or if you would like to contribute to the Website and Register with details, photos
and memories of your local Italian fruit shop, please contact Linda Nellor on (02) 9564 0744 or
linda.nellor@coasitorg.au or visit the website http://www.coasit.org.au/Heritage.aspx
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