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Underbelly’s Salvatore Coco hosts Italian National Ball  
 
On Saturday 5 June, popular Underbelly actor Salvatore Coco  will be Master of Ceremony at 
the 42nd annual Co.As.It. Italian National Ball . The Gala event, which commemorates Italian 
National Day, will unite representatives from the Italian-Australian political, business, 
educational and community sectors including NSW Minister for Education Verity Firth, NSW 
Opposition Leader Barry O’Farrell , Mayor of Leichhardt Jamie Parker , the Italian Consul 
General Dott. Benedetto Latteri , and Italian Trade Commissioner Dr. Claudio 
Pasqualucci .  
 
Guests will don their best black tie and celebrate with fine Italian cuisine, live entertainment 
from the Nick Bavarelli Xpresso band, dancing and presentations from key speakers. 
 
This year, the Italian National Ball will raise funds for the Companionship Program , which 
provides a volunteer visitor to older Italians in their own homes. This program gives senior 
Italians an opportunity to socialise and converse in their own language.  
 
Eighty year-old Cristina from Strathfield, who lost her husband four years ago, is a recipient of 
this free service. Her children are all grown up, so she lives on her own at home. Before 
Signora Cristina joined the Companionship Program, she had nothing to stimulate her or to look 
forward to. Her daughter Rosalie has noticed a significant change in her attitude since having 
weekly visits from the Co.As.It. volunteer. “Mum used to bake and was a good cook, but had 
given up doing anything”, says Rosalie. “The other day we went shopping, and I caught her 
looking at the almond meal, icing sugar, etc. I think she will start cooking again. She is also 
happier these days.”  
 
Among the various prizes up for grabs in the raffle and silent auctions are two business-class 
return flights to Italy from Principal Sponsor Mala ysia Airlines valued at $15,000 . On the 
night, the 2010 Co.As.It. Medal for meritorious contribution, service or assistance to the Italian 
community in NSW will also be presented. 
 
The 2010 Italian National Ball will kick off at 6.30pm on 5 June at Curzon Hall, 53 Agincourt 
Road, Marsfield. Tickets can be purchased for $175 from Co.As.It. Level 1 – Suite 3 
55 Norton Street, Leichhardt NSW 2040 or by telephone on (02) 9564 0744. 
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