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Italian National Ball helps the elderly and isolate d 
 
 
Co.As.It. board of directors and staff are proud to confirm that the 42nd Italian National Ball, held 
at Curzon Hall on 5 June, was a success. 
 
The Gala event, which commemorated Italian National Day, drew more than 300 patrons with 
representation from both State and Federal Government. Formal speeches were presented by 
NSW Opposition Leader Barry O’Farrell , NSW Minister for Education & Training Verity 
Firth , Italian Consul General Benedetto Latteri , Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells , 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional De velopment and Local Government 
Anthony Albanese , as well as Co.As.It. President Lorenzo Fazzini .  
 
“Sponsors and donors joined forces with patrons and staff to raise over $21,000 to fund our 
Companionship Program,” Co.As.It. President Lorenzo Fazzini said. “We received one-off funding 
from the Community Relations Commission to start the Companionship Program in 2009 but this 
has now run out. The funds raised through the Italian National Ball will enable us to continue 
providing volunteer visitors to senior Italians and give them an opportunity to converse in their 
own language.” 
 
On the night, Mr Fazzini presented the 2010 Co.As.It. Medals for meritorious contribution,  
service or assistance to the Italian community in N SW. The winners were: Giulietta Bonacina 
(Community Services), Annibale Migliucci (Language and Culture), Salvatore Mugavero 
(Heritage) and Pino Musso (Special Merit). Sylvia Granturco was the lucky winner of the major 
raffle prize: two business-class flights to Italy provided by Malaysia Airlines.  
 
“Once again, we are very grateful for the support of all the sponsors, donors and patrons of the 
Italian National Ball this year,” said Mr Fazzini. “Without their contribution, we could not have 
achieved this fantastic result for our Companionship Program.” 
 
Co.As.It. thanks everyone who contributed to the Italian National Ball, and particularly Principal  
Sponsor Malaysia Airlines  and Major Sponsor Navarra Venues  for their support.   
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