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Sydney’s Italian Fruit Shops – We Love You  

 
Sydney May 22 nd - Love was certainly in the air at the launch of Sydney’s Italian Fruit Shops – The 
Original Green Grocer at Customs House, Circular Quay on Saturday 22nd May 2010. 
 
The official launch of the photographic exhibition and website brought together over 400 guests  including   
guest speakers, The Honourable Verity Firth , Mr Barry O’Farrell , Dott. Alessandro Falchetto , the Vice 
Consul General of Italy , the President of Co.As.It, Lorenzo Fazzini  and Linda Nellor, Heritage Officer of 
Co.As.It. to pay their personal tribute to the contributions made by our early Italian fruiterers and their 
families to the social history of Sydney over the last 100 years.   
 
“I don’t think these families really realised, until today how their small businesses, (their shop full of dreams) 
had changed the way we live, the way we eat, the way we think about food. During the launch there were 
many tears shed, in particular for those recalling the old fruiterers who were no longer around to enjoy this 
special tribute. But the overall atmosphere was filled with laughter and joy as old fruiterer friends and 
colleagues reunited after many years. The launch on Saturday, as predicted was a very emotional walk down 
memory lane,” said Curator Linda Nellor.  
 
The 15 colourful photographic panels on show reveal strong themes including categories like, Chain 
Migration, Doing the Markets, A Family Affair, Women at Work, Proud Exteriors and Interiors and Never Too 
Young—dedicated to the Italian children who worked in the shops. There are also three large glass display 
cabinets filled with old weighing scales, cash registers, leather apron and market trolleys and crates. 
 
The research component of this project began nine years ago when Co.As.It. formed a relationship with the 
Australian Centre for Public History (ACPH) at the University of Technology, Sydney . The research 
involved working closely with the families of Italian fruiterers to record over 40 oral history interviews, collect 
over 250 heritage photographs and items of memorabilia that would document the social history of these 
iconic Italian fruit vendors scattered around Sydney’s suburbs. 
 
The exhibition’s website www.sydneysitalianfruitshops.com  and on-line register  will surely leave a 
lasting legacy for present and future generations of Australians to fondly remember the Sydney Italian fruit 
shop that touched theirs, or their families’ lives.  
 
Sydney’s Italian Fruit Shops: The Original Green Grocer was proudly sponsored by the City of Sydney , 
Sydney Markets Limited, The NSW Migration Heritage Centre & Powerhouse Museum, Leichhardt 
Council and Signorelli Gastronomia.  
 
The exhibition will remain open to the general publ ic until Sunday 8 August 2010.  Admission Free 
 
For further information, images and interviews please contact Linda Nellor on (02) 9564 0744  or 
linda.nellor@coasit.org.au or visit the website http://www.coasit.org.au/Heritage.aspx   
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