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MEDIA RELEASE 18 August 2010

BILINGUAL ITALIAN STUDENTS GAIN INTERNATIONAL CERTI FICATION

Five former students of the Italian Bilingual School were among the first Australian children to be
presented with CELI certificates on 16 August 2010. CELI (Certificati Lingua Italiana) is an exam
that assesses an individual's level of fluency in Italian based on the standards established by the
Council of Europe for the learning of modern languages. It is an internationally recognised
certification that is awarded by the Universita per Stranieri in Perugia, Italy.

The students, who are now in Year 7, attended a preparatory course run by Co.As.lIt. earlier this
year and then sat the exams at Co.As.It.’s new CELI examination centre in May. The exams were
marked by the Universita per Stranieri and returned to the centre just this week.

Alessandro lunius, Thomas Bitea, Daniella Hart, Janina Rotondaro and Chanel Alafaci graduated
from the Italian Bilingual School last year and came back to the school to receive their certificates
at a special assembly. The proud students, who now attend different high schools (Rosebank
College, Santa Sabina and Burwood Girls High School), passed the CELI Level 2 exams. This
takes them a step closer to the next level, CELI 3, which will potentially grant them access to study
at an Italian university in future.

“We are enormously proud of our students,” said Robert Ruggeri, Principal of the Italian Bilingual
School. “This certification is a testament to the high standard of fluency that our students gain from
learning through a bilingual curriculum. These students have, in every sense, the whole world
ahead of them.”

Co.As.It. Sydney is one of only two centres in Australia that conducts CELI exams and preparatory
courses and 2010 saw its first administration of these official tests. The new exam centre expands
Co.As.It.’s language services designed to promote Italian language and culture in NSW.

“Co.As.It. offers world-class language tuition in Italian. Our programs provide learners with
recognised pathways to further their skills and open up new opportunities internationally,” said
Sara Villella, Learning and Business Development Manager of Co.As.lt.

Anyone over the age of 12 who studies Italian can sit these exams. The assessments are held
twice a year by fully qualified CELI examiners at Co.As.It.’s centre in Leichhardt. To find out more,
or to book into the next exam session, call Co.As.It. Language Services on 02 9564 0744.
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Pictured from left to right: Andrea Comastri, CEO of Co.As.It., Robert Ruggeri, Principal of the
Italian Bilingual School, Janina Rotondaro, Alessandro lunius, Daniella Hart, Thomas Bitea, Chanel
Alafaci and Sara Villella, Learning & Business Development Manager of Co.As.lt.
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